NFL-Combine: Practice Exercise


Q1: Are there certain physical characteristics or combine performance results that dictate the draft order (round and pick)? Do such factors differ between player positions (QB, WR, Linebacker, etc.) or other factors (school, conference, “brand name schools”, etc.)? Consider what visualizations best show any distinctions (this principle applies to all exercises).

Q2: Are there any differences in the physical characteristics or combine performance results between those who were drafted and those who went undrafted. Again, consider context (position, school, etc.).

Q3: Consider what trends you see linking combine results to draft order across the time frame of this data set.

Q4: Are there any factors that influence the round drafted more than the pick (or vice-versa) that the player was drafted? Please note that Round and Pick are very highly correlated (>0.95) – but they are not necessarily perfectly correlated – this may be more relevant in early rounds or later rounds. Again, consider contingency factors.

Q5: Can you observe any distinctions between the player picked last in one round and first in the following round (e.g., last pick of the 1st round vs. first pick of the 2nd round). Consider using filters to aid in this assessment.

Q6: Look to apply a coding scheme to derive greater insight into your findings. Refer to the coding examples from the superstore sample exercise as a starting point (e.g., “if then”, “cutoff”, etc.) and developing new coding as applicable to what you wish to examine with the NFL combine data.

Q7: Consider if developing aggregate categories will help in your analysis: skill players vs linemen, developing a “speed category” (e.g., aggregate of 40yd dash, shuttle, etc.), or jumping category (e.g., vertical, broad jump).


